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Al's Tramp & Liner Divisions recently co-operated to deliver a unique

solution along its scheduled Asia to East Coast Australia Liner Ser-

vice: Transporting 20 giant automated stacking cranes (ASC) mea-
suring 473 sqm each from Shanghai to Melbourne on multiple shipments.
Being both ship owner and operator AAL quickly executed modifications to its
31,000 dwt “A-Class” vessel to handle this large cargo. Commercial, technical,
operations and crew planned and executed a seamless project solution and
accommodated four ASC units on a single sailing - a shipping sector first.

AAL delivers solution for
Siemens’ Egyptian Megaproject

odules for a state of the art heat recovery steam

generator (HRSG) and destined for the Beni

Suef power plant in Egypt, were loaded aboard
the AAL Dalian in South Korea. Commissioned by global
logistics provider the LPL Group, this is the first of a
series of cargo shipments that AAL will undertake
between Asia and the Red Sea for the Siemens
Megaproject in Egypt - a project that includes the de-
velopment of three 4.8 gigawatt turnkey combined pow-
er plants in Beni Suef, Burullus and New Capital.

Namir Khanbabi, Managing Director of AALs Tramp &
Projects Division, explained, “This is an incredibly im-
portant project for Siemens and indeed Egypt - one that
will boost power generation capacity for the country
by 50 percent, to 16.4 gigawatts. The commitment of
our best-in-class tonnage provides Siemens with the

guaranteed capacity, bi-monthly schedule integrity
and port call flexibility it needs to meet its logistics and
time objectives. It also gives our other multipurpose and
heavy lift customers around the world a regular and
highly flexible semi-liner service: Asia - Red Sea - Asia.”

CSM oftfers CIM Scholarships for 2nd year

ithin the framework of Corporate Social Re-

sponsibility and in collaboration with the Cy-

prus Institute of Marketing (CIM), COLUMBIA
Shipmanagement offers the opportunity to young peo-
ple to find a job with a promising future, by providing
them with a tuition scholarship in Shipping.

In 2016, candidates were able to apply for three places
on evening courses taking place in Limassol for either
a full scholarship of a bachelor degree (BSc Shipping)
or a partial scholarship for a postgraduate degree
(MBA Shipping].

Congratulations to this year’s winners Hana Dobrecka,
Petros Papaevagorou and Elena Sofroniou who started
their respective programmes this September and October.
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UPDATE

When theory meets practice:
CSM’s new Chemical Tanker Seminar

hat is the most difficult and most challenging
aspect of transporting chemicals: Loading?
Transportation? Unloading? Don't forget
tank cleaning. It may sound simple and straightfor-
ward in theory, but in practice it can present pitfalls —

and all sorts of residues.

To avoid them, to assure safe operations and compli-
ance with rules and regulations, selected management
and operational level deck officers met in Constanta in
early July to attend CSM’s new Chemical Tanker Semi-
nar. In conformance with the “International Convention
on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeep-
ing for Seafarers” (STCW] all participants were official-
ly entitled to work on chemical tankers.

“Accordingly, improving the knowledge by providing
background information is one of the seminar’s key
objectives”, says Captain Faouzi Fradi, Crew Training
Manager, CSM Cyprus. Captain Fradi devised and re-
fined the seminar’'s concept and content in close
co-operation with recognised tank cleaning experts
and chemists based in the UK.

“We answer all the questions that officers usually do
not ask when they operate our vessels” explains Cap-
tain Fradi. “If you follow the steps detailed in the tank
cleaning guide this is sufficient: You carry out one and
a half hours machine wash, two hours hot wash, and
one hour chemical wash. However, we want partici-
pants to know why they have to carry out a hot wash for
two hours, what happens if they do not follow these
steps correctly, and what would happen if they fail to
monitor one of these steps.”

The seminar starts with introducing the chemical fam-
ilies. “If you do not understand the background of or-
ganic chemistry, and what differentiates the aliphatic
and aromatic hydrocarbons, you will not understand
why it was decided this particular cargo requires hot
wash and the other does not. Or why it is necessary to
use chemicals for one cargo but not for the other”,
says Captain Fradi.
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As experience is the best teacher practical training
played a vital part in the new seminar. So the class-
room in the Maritime University of Constanta was
equipped with a wall wash test kit, stainless steel
plates, gas detection equipment, chemical protective
suit with self-contained breathing apparatus, spec-
trometer etc. allowing participants to apply what they
learned in the lectures.

Using the spectrometer they understand how accurate
the wall wash test has to be and how to avoid misinter-
pretations. Walking around in a chemical protective suit
with a self-contained breathing apparatus raises the
awareness that attention has to be paid to every detail.

Exchanging views, asking questions and sharing expe-
riences also proved helpful to move further up on the
learning curve. As one officer said: “All questions dis-
cussed during the training are very important to me,
especially as my next assignment is on a chemical
tanker.”

Internal and external speakers covered additional top-
ics relevant to operating chemical tankers, e.g. Port
State Control, sampling, tank inspection and cargo
measurement, vetting, master-pilot relationship, an-
choring safety plus a case study about a navigation in-
cident with a pilot on board.

The fourth and final day of the seminar ended with a
tough test. “If you do not pass the mark you will not be
allowed to work on a chemical tanker for your next as-
signment” says Captain Fradi. “You can only work on a
tanker carrying clean petroleum products or on an oil
tanker. But as we have two versions of the test, it can
be repeated within a week.” In Constanta no officer had
to repeat the test.

“CSM is fully committed to zero accidents, zero losses
and no harm to the environment” states Captain Fradi.
“Our new Chemical Tanker Seminar is a practical ex-
ample.”
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